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A CHRISTIAN MANIFESTO TO THE SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 


The August 20 Tien Feng prints a statement made to the Shanghai Municipal Council by 
seven of its members who are Christians, These seven are Bishop Z. T. Kaung (Methodist), 
Liu Liang-mo (YM Secretary), Chu Kwei-sheng (Spiritual- Work Church), Lo Kuan-tsung (YM 
Secretary), Chen Shan-hsien (YW Secretary), Shih Ju-chang (YW Secretary), Hsieh Yung-ch*in 


(Ind, Church), 


The statement begins by recounting the work of the Three-self Movement during the past 
six years, the growth of political consciousness within the church, and in particular the results 
of three large representative gatherings in 1956, the Peking Conference in March, the local 
Shanghai Conference in May, and the Young People’s Christian Conference in July. After in 
this way establishing that the Christian Church, though small, is a recognized and respectable 
‘ygmber of Chinese socialistic life, the statement goes on to plead for a more sympathetic at- 
towards Christians on the part of Communists and other non-Christians. 


**Christians are still only a small minority in China, and the problem of securing cooper- 
ation in public work between Christians, unbelievers, and adherents of other faiths is a serious 
one, It is a fact that when a Christian's faith is respected by the comrades among whom he 
works, when he can really experience the joy of freedom of religious belief, this stimulates and 
raises higher his love for country and for church, On the other hand, if some of the comrades 
do not understand the nation’s religious policy, and have a prejudice against religious believers, 
this is bound to depress the spirits of Christians, make them doubt whether love of country and 
love of church can be united, and lessen their enthusiasm for their work, We recognize that 
this condition exists, although it is only sporadic, and the situation is much better now than it 
was earlier, but in order to further the participation of Christians in socialist construction, we 
wish to make this statement, and trust that the Council and the deputies will cooperate in im- 


proving this situation. 


**Some comrades, when the government punishes some counter-revolutionary movement, 
take the attitude that proper religious faith is also counter-revolutionary, And when a few 
counter-revolutionaries are found hidden within the Christian church, some people suspect all 
Christians of being counter-revolutionaries, Some Christians who have until recently been under 
the influence of counter-revolutionary leaders, but have now received a half year of political 
instruction (this evidently refers to members of the Little Flock, and followers of Wang Ming- 
tao. Ed.), and are still in the process of re-education, find themselves still regarded as mem- 
bers of a counter-revolutionary organization, so that they are not able to do their work in peace, 
Last year in the anti-subversion movement, a Christian woman mounted the platform in a 
meeting to report her group's discussion of the counter-revolutionary crimes of Hu Feng. When 
she had finished speaking, a comrade said to her, **How are you worthy to make this report? 

Hu Feng was an idealist, and you as a believer in God are an idealist. There is not much differ- 
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ence between you and Hu Feng.** We maintain that to put religious faith in the category of 
subversion is not only a mistake in understanding, but also has a very bad influence. 


‘*‘We admit that imperialism has in the past made use of Christianity to sow poisonous 
thoughts in the minds of Christians, and that there have been counter-revolutionary elements 
hidden within the church who have perverted the Scriptures, deceived some of their members, 
and hindered Chinese socialist construction, with the result that there is a considerable number 
of Christians who are backward in their thinking. But since the Three-self Patriotic Movement, 
and especially since the removal of the counter-revolutionary elements hidden within the 
church, the situation has changed greatly. We constantly hear people say, ‘‘Religious believers 
are always backward in their political thinking.’’ We maintain that it is not right to speak thus, 
In regard to the Nanyang Road Little Flock, which was formerly under the direct influence of 
Watchman Ni’s counter-revolutionary organization, their members have now undergone a period 
of political study and are awakened, Their church is going forward into new life, and many of 
their members are now positive workers for socialist construction, We Christians want to be 
progressive, but the prejudices against Christians that we have spoken of are a hindrance to co- 
operation and progress. We have also heard Christians say that no matter how well they do their 
work, they are never given meritorious mention or promotion, Although such conditions are 
only sporadic, still their existence is a hindrance to positive participation by Christians in the 


national effort, 


We have also heard some people say, ‘‘A religious believer cannot really love his country 
and be progressive.’ We recognize here a serious question, and recall that this way of talking 
is the same as that of the imperialistic elements in the church immediately after liberation, 
when they tried to make Christians believe that they could not love their country and their 
church both. The poison of this thinking has had its harmful effect upon a number of Christians, 
But now as a result of the Three-self Patriotic Movement the political consciousness of Chris- 
tians has been raised, so that they more and more see that their fatherland is to be loved, that 
socialist construction is for the benefit of the people and tending toward peace, and is therefore 
right and just, and so love for country and love for church are consistent with each other. Bu 
now it is other people who tell the Christians that love for country and love for church are “© 
consistent, This puzzles and grieves them, and is a blow to their patriotism. 


““Some comrades on meeting a progressive Christian urge him to enter the Party and give up 
his faith. We recognize that this is well meant, but the result is that many Christians who love 
both country and church are led to the mistaken belief that to be progressive one must join the 
Party. But that would mean to abandon their faith, and since they are not willing to do that, 
they begin to withdraw and are no longer progressive, but become depressed in spirit. We Chris- 
tians recognize that the Communist Party is the progressive organization of the working class. 
We respect it, but since it is an atheist organization we Christians naturally cannot join it, But 
the conclusion should not be drawn that one who does not join the Party is not progressive. We 
maintain that as long as a person is patriotic and works positively for socialist construction, he 
is a progressive. A non-Party member can be a 25 A Christian, if he does his work 
faithfully, can be a progressive. 


“Some comrades take an attitude of ridiculing Christian faith, they like to make fun of our 
devout faith, This we maintain is not right. We respect their belief in unbelief, and we respect 
the faith of those of other religions, and we expect other people to respect our faith. 


**We know that the chief reason for the existence of the situation we have been describing 
is that for more than a hundred years imperialism has made use of the Chinese Christian Church 
for purposes of aggression, and that even since liberation counter-revolutionary elements have 
been hidden within the church, These historical facts have produced this impression in the 
hearts of the people. But the purpose of the Three-self Patriotic Movement is change the his- 
torical face of Chinese Christianity and to break down the wall of partition between Christians 
and the people. The Movement has had considerable success, though still not enough. We wish 
to constantly raise our political consciousness still higher, and to work earnestly to fulfil our 
historic task, and make a positive witness on behalf of country, church, and peace. We know 
that the work of the Three-self Movement will take a long time, and we need the support of 3 
people in carrying it out. 


ct 


‘*We hope that the government will strengthen its proclamation and investigation of the re- 

ous policy, and we hope that this body of deputies will support and carry out the religious 
policy, so that the prejudices and mistaken attitudes of some people may be changed, and the 
official religious policy be really implemented, Only in this way can religious believers ex- 
perience for themselves the warmth and concern of their fatherland and the people towards 
them, and their unity with the people be strengthened, Only in this way can we be encouraged 
to go forward in loving country and church, develop our strength and work for socialist con- 
struction, ** 


BIBLE INTERPRETATION 


Recent numbers of Tien Feng have given considerable space to articles about the interpre- 
tation of various Bible phrases and sentences, The phrases chosen seem to be those that have 
been used by Wang Ming-tao and preachers of like mind to uphold their position that a Chris- 
tian should not join the Three-self Movement, They have emphasized the contrast between 
the church and the world, and between belief and unbelief, and maintain that Christians must 
have nothing to do with the worldly movements of unbelievers. The meaning therefore of such 
words as ‘‘world’’ and ‘‘faith’’ in various Bible passages has become a matter of prime import- 
ance. Spokesmen for the Three-self Movement maintain that none of the Biblical passages 
concerned really contemplates a radical isolation of Christians from non-Christians, 


A good example is Hsieh Shou-ling’s article in the August 6 Tien Feng. Professor Hsieh is 
a Lutheran, a competent scholar, writer of numerous books and articles, and translator of such 
standard works as Williston Walker's Church History. He is now a professor in the Yenching 
Union Theological Seminary. In dealing with the passage in 2 Cor, 6:15 ‘*What has a believer 


in common with an unbeliever?’’ which has evidently been a key passage with the ‘*isolationists’’, 


he points out that the meaning of belief and unbelief here is determined by the other contrasts 
referred to in the immediate context - between righteousness and iniquity, light and darkness, 
Christ and Belial, and of course a Christian should not go along with one whose life is character- 

by unbelief, iniquity, darkness and Belial. For the difference between belief and unbelief 

t a formal matter, Jesus characterizes those of formal faith as those who say ‘*Lord, Lord,’’ 
and distinctly says that not all of them will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but only those who 
**do the will of my Father who is in heaven,’* This then, and not a formal faith, is the funda- 
mental requirement for entering the Kingdom of Heaven, ‘‘If we understand these two points, 
we will not only not look down upon those of different faith from ours, or of no formal religious 
faith whatever, but will even be willing to learn from them in regard to every good work,"’ He 
goes on to point out that Jesus’ words and example all reinforce this point of view. Although He 
was a loyal Jew, He found good in many of those outside the Jewish faith whom the self-righteous 
Pharisees despised. 


Professor Hsieh also discusses the word *‘world.** He points out that the Greek word kosmos 
is used in a number of different ways in the New Testament, and therefore it is variously trans- 
lated in the Chinese Bible as world (shih-chieh) or world-men (shih-jen). Sometimes it is de- 
picted as the object of God's love, and sometimes as being evil and the persecutor of believers. 
When the world is considered evil, it is because of evil men, but actually evil men are only a 
minority in the world, that is, those who look upon the workers, not as their brothers, but as 
tools to be used and oppressed for their own advantage. 


(It will be noted that Professor Hsieh has here abandoned the Christian doctrine of sin, in 
favor of the shallow view that most people, unbelievers included, are pretty good fellows, and 
only the minority that belong in the class of landlords and capitalists can really be called sin- 
ners. Moreover, in his discussion of belief and unbelief he comes dangerously close to discard- 
ing his traditional Lutheran doctrine of justification by faith and proclaiming instead a justifi- 
cation by works.) 


NANKING CONFERENCE 
The Fourth Delegated Conference of the Three-self Movement in Nanking was held Juné 


250 of the general public. The front of the church was decorated with a couplet which read; 


(yz in the CCC Hanchung Church, In attendance were 292 regular delegates, 143 guests, 
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